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Leone, accumulate property, and purchase wives?
the general number of which varies from six to ten,
until he has secured the requisite domestic esta-
blishment, when he "sits down" (as they call it) for
the remainder of his life, in what he considers
affluence and happiness. The process of wife-buy-
ing is remarkably curious. 'For the first wife they
pay two bullocks, two brass kettles, one piece of
blue baft, and one iron bar ; but the terms upon
which they obtain the rest, depends entirely upon
the agreement they make with the parents of the
brides. A convenient condition is attached to
the marriage articles, which secures the husband
against any risk of being disappointed by the bar-
gain. If, after marriage, he discovers in the lady
any imperfection, or qualities that falsify the ac-
count given of her previously by her parents, he
is at liberty to turn her away in disgrace, and the
rejected bride is for ever after looked upon as an
abandoned character. In a very ancient history
of Ireland, it is stated, that a practice formerly
prevailed in that country, of permitting the bride
elect to live with her intended husband twelve
months before marriage; and if, at the end of that
time, the gentleman was not satisfied with the
lady's character and disposition, he was allowed to
send her back to her parents, taking upon himself
the charge of their offspring, in case they should
have any. The gallantry of that people, however,
appears not to have visited the female with any